T he International War Crimes Tribunal (iwct) on the United States' warfare in Vietnam was founded in 1966 through the moral outrage of the British philosopher and political activist Bertrand Russell, his private secretary Ralph Schoenman, Ken Coates, Chris Farley and other people connected to the Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation and the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign. They wanted to inform the world about the us government's attempts to convince the Vietnamese population (who were mainly peasants) that capitalism is a better political-economical system than communism, by killing as many "Vietcong" 1 and unarmed seniors, women and children as possible with regular carpet bombing, cluster and phosphorus bombs, napalm, Agent Orange and other illegal weaponry, and oTering the survivors pleasant lodgings in wired-in hamlets far away from their homes and the graves of their ancestors.
This charm oTensive went on for more than ten years, and although three times as many bombs fell on Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia as were dropped during the whole Second World War, surprisingly enough the Vietnamese were not to be converted.
In the 1960s this macabre spectacle could be watched on television all over the world, but very few protested against it. Until 1968 the majority of American citizens were for the war, although some earlier, well-attended rallies against it, like the 1967 march on the Pentagon in late October, 2 might have made some think diTerently. sds (Students for a Democratic Society) 3 and other antiwar organizations never became the united force that could challenge the government's reliance on what Nixon called the "silent majority". It was not until the us attacked Cambodia in 1970 that the protests reached such levels that the government started to worry about being unable to contain them, particularly after the killing of four students at Kent State University and two at Jackson State University two weeks later. As in spring 1968, many universities had to cancel all teaching and prematurely end the semester. 4 But as shown by the reactions to the violence that Mayor Daley launched against the antiwar demonstrators at the Democratic convention in Chicago that summer, the students, hippies, communists, etc., got what they deserved according to the average godfearing, tax-paying, law-obeying American citizen. 5 The protests in Europe had in general been moderate up to this point but gained momentum after the Tet OTensive of January 1968. However, the mythologized student protests that erupted in Paris in the beginning of that May 6 had little to do with protests against the us's systematic murdering of what they considered an inferior race. French students and workers were protesting against their own government for diTerent reasons. President de Gaulle 7 turned down President Johnson's request to join the war, but he was not prepared to criticize a nato ally on moral grounds. Not even the us's usual closest friend, the uk, was willing to send troops. When Johnson realized that he would have to Wght Traditionally neutral in world aTairs, Sweden also had a long history of close ties with the United States, but the Swedish government permitted philosopher and paciWst Bertrand Russell to hold war crimes trials in Stockholm, with America the absent-and undefended-defendant. Even more galling to Washington, Sweden became a haven for us war deserters, and the Swedish government assisted them by giving them work permits, temporary housing, and a small pension. In 1968 Sweden reduced its representation in South Vietnam to consular status, and in 1969 it recognized North Vietnam" (p. 82). For more detailed information, see F. Logevall, "The Swedish-American ConXict over Vietnam", Diplomatic History 17 (1993): 421-45 (at pp. 429z -31 10 There are diTerent versions of where the idea of a war crimes tribunal originated. Of course, Russell had the Nuremberg trials to fall back on, but the idea of an independent citizens' tribunal was, so to speak "in the air". Nicholas GriUn (SLBR 2: 585ff.) connects the origins of the idea to the trial of David Mitchell, who refused to Wght in Vietnam, since he thought that would force him to commit war crimes. Russell wrote a alone, he was reported to have asked: "Are we the sole defenders of freedom in the world?" 8 The most powerful and enduring but peaceful protests seem to have evolved in the Scandinavian countries, particularly Sweden, where the nlf-Movement and other less anti-American organizations did heroic work to keep the ordinary citizen informed about American war crimes being committed in the attempt to stop alleged communist aggression. Japanese students had their own special reasons to oppose the war.
Few European intellectuals came out against the war in its earliest stages. Bertrand Russell was an exception and, already in spring 1963, started to protest by sending articles and letters to major American and British newspapers in which he presented incriminating information about war crimes committed by the us and its allies. He found this information by reading the same newspapers, as well as oUcial us documents. Falk was also one of the Wrst to bring up the crime of "ecocide". In an e-mail to me (30 Dec. 2011) he says that he was inXuenced by the research of Arthur Westing and E.yW. PfeiTer published in scientiWc journals that described the tactics and eTects of this unethical environmental warfare. The Tribunal was also known as "the Russell Tribunal", "the Russell-Sartre Tribunal", "the Vietnam War Crimes Tribunal" and sometimes "the Stockholm Tribunal".
12 The latest addition of names is "the Bertrand Conscience", which I found in a letter "To the American People. An Open Letter", 6 August 2004, from the Vietnam Association for Victims of Agent Orange/Dioxin, which shows that the memory and legacy of the iwct live on. It is a sad fact that, although the Paris Peace Accords of 1973 (article 21) say that "the United States will contribute to healing the wounds of war and to postwar reconstruction of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and throughout Indochina", no Vietnamese victims of Agent Orange (who are still being born today) have received as much as "We're sorry". That is a disgrace.
The following select secondary bibliography, comprising 277 items (plus an appendix of fourteen primary items, included because the iwct proceedings have never been listed before), is the result of more than Wfteen years of scouting for references to this unique event in the history of international law from the Nuremberg trials to the establishment of the International Criminal Court in the Hague in 2002. The iwct also inspired Vietnam veterans and others to form Citizens' Commissions of Inquiry like the Winter Soldier investigation.
13 Tod Ensign, who was an organizer of such a commission, writes in Against the Vietnam War: Writings by Activists (cited under 1999 below) that "Within a week after the My Lai storm hit, Jeremy Rifkin and I, both antiwar activists, met with staT members 14 of the Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation to discuss their public call for the creation of citizens' commissions to collect testimony from Vietnam veterans" (p. 215).
Anyone interested in the Vietnam War and international law will soon come across references to the four volumes of The Vietnam War and International Law (1968 , 1976 , edited by Falk, who by that time was professor of international law and practice at Princeton University, and is currently research professor in global and international studies at the University of California at Santa Also for the Wrst time since World War ii there has been proposed a war crime tribunal to pass judgment on the United States role in Viet Nam and on the criminal responsibility of its President. Of course, Bertrand Russell's tribunal is a juridical farce, but the fact that it is plausible to contemplate such a proceeding and to obtain for its tribunal several celebrated individuals bears witness to the general perception of the war. 19 See Manufacturing Consent, where he and Edward S. Herman write: "It would have been impossible to wage a brutal war against South Vietnam and the rest of Indochina, leaving a legacy of misery and destruction that may never be overcome, if the media had not rallied to the cause, portraying murderous aggression as a defense of freedom, and course, still be considered "a juridical farce" for several formal reasons, not least because it lacked the power to punish anyone. (See Mervyn Bennum's article cited under 2011.) But that was not the main concern; the most important aspect of the tribunal was to "prevent the crime of silence", to show the world what the us was doing in Vietnam and to let the citizens of the world be the judges.
In 2002 Apart from the fact that the KlinghoTers should have known that there are four volumes, they ought to have quoted Falk fully and taken his mature appreciation into account, which would have given a very diTerent impression of his later writings. My collecting gained momentum when I started a more systematic search for references to the Tribunal in autumn 2011. My principles were these: I excluded Russell's own separate Tribunal publications, which are listed in A Bibliography of Bertrand Russell, and mere news reports at the time. I included references that substantially quote from or discuss the Tribunal proceedings, or put the iwct into context. And I searched for theses, evidence of the academic study of the iwct. The promising new journal War Crimes, Genocide and Crimes against Humanity (http://www.war-crimes.org) has not yet discussed the iwct.
I knew that Noam Chomsky had been asked to be a member of the Tribunal, but that he had declined the oTer. However, when Chomsky was asked to contribute to the Simon and Schuster edition of the proceedings of the Tribunal, titled Against the Crime of Silencez (1970 in the appendix), he agreed and wrote a preface. This and his article "After Pinkville" were reprinted in Prevent the Crime of Silence (1971) I sent him the bibliography of the iwct in draft. He soon wrote back: "Really excellent, and a very valuable contribution" (12 Jan. 2012). Needless to say, this secondary bibliography is incomplete. I have concentrated on references published in American, British, Swedish and French books and journal articles. 21 The session in Stockholm was covered by several foreign tv stations and newspapers, but I have not included many newspaper articles since they were so numerous. Neither have I had time to look hard for references by Vietnamese writers, but I've listed a few. The best signs of their appreciation are that they issued a stamp commemorating the iwct and named a street after Bertrand Russell in Ho Chi Minh City.
To sum up: the iwct got generally bad press before it took place. Its sessions were reported in the major newspapers and magazines, but often with a sarcastic slant by referring to it within quotation marks as the "Tribunal" or the "Trial". Magazine, 19 Feb. 1967, pp. 23-4, 55, 57, 60, 62, 67-8 
